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and one shall be appointed for a term of four years. The members of
the Commission shall meet as soon as practicable thereafter and se-
lect a chairman whose term shall be for one year.
SECTION 3. Duties.-The Commission shall be charged with the
duties of furnishing adequate ambulance service for the residents of
the District. In providing such service, the Commission may grant a
franchise to a private concern, under such terms and conditions as it
may deem necessary, for the right to furnish ambulance service in the
District; provided, that at least thirty days prior to the awarding of a
franchise the Commission shall advertise for bids in a newspaper
published and having general circulation in Richland County. As a
condition to accepting a franchise, the successful bidder shall agree
to pay the cost of such advertising.
SECTION 4. Commission to approve terms of franchise.-No
person who may be granted such a franchise shall charge any fee,
use any equipment or employ ambulance personnel without receiving
the written approval of the Commission.
SECTION 5. Penalties.-It shall be unlawful for any person to
operate an ambulance service in the District without a franchise or
written permission from the Commission. Any person violating the
provisions of this act shall be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor and
upon conviction shall be fined not more than one hundred dollars or
be imprisoned for not more than thirty days. Each violation shall
constitute a separate offense.
SECTION 6. Exemptions.-The provisions of this act shall not
apply to any person franchised by the City of Columbia, out-of-county
or governmental ambulance services, or such service rendered by and
in conjunction with rest homes, sanitariums and similar institutions.
Nor shall it apply to any private ambulance service with principal
place of business outside of Richland County when transporting any
person on a trip originating outside of Richland County.
SECTION 7. Time effective.-This act shall take effect upon ap-
proval by the Governor.
Approved the 21st day of March, 1964.


